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              This report examines local elections in California, including the impact of off-cycle elections on turnout.

      
        
          
            If you’re like most Americans, you probably think Election Day is some time in November. But for local contests in Los Angeles – like many other cities – elections are held at a lesser-known point on the calendar.


Now, new figures show just how great an effect election timing has on mayoral contests. On average, mayoral elections held off cycle in California have less than half the voter turnout of mayoral elections that coincide with presidential contests.
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        Voter Turnout is Low. So Why Do We Make People Vote Twice?
    
                  Dec. 3, 2015
    


    

    Runoff elections are inefficient and inconvenient. But there's another option.
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        Turnout in Local Elections is Terrible. There's an Easy Fix.
    
              RESEARCH
        :                   Mar. 21, 2016
    


    

    L.A.'s mayor won the election with fewer votes than any of its elected mayors since the 1930s -- when it was half its size. To raise the bar, officials just have to look at a calendar.
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